


For SATB choir 

Program Notes 

I’ve always been fond of the text of the traditional British folk carol The Holly & The Ivy, but I never 

particularly cared for the melody. This arrangement of The Holly & The Ivy uses the text of the traditional 

melody, but with a lovely original melody by renowned Celtic musician Loreena McKennitt. Throughout the 

piece the accompanying voices frequently mimic the strokes of a bodhran drum. 

Performance Notes 

 The nonsense syllables are pronounced using the following standard English IPA: 

[rum] [dɛ] [ro] 

 Be certain to roll the [r] as much as is tasteful to imitate the stroke of a bodhran drum. 

 Anytime performers sing [rum] they should close to the [m] as soon as possible. 

 

 

Permission to use text/melody granted by Quinlan Road Ltd. Please note that no mechanical or public 

performance rights are granted through the purchase of this score. For mechanical or performance rights, 

please contact Quinlan Road Ltd, P.O. Box 933, Stratford, Ontario, N5A 7M3 Canada, or via email at 

businessaffairs@quinlanroad.com 

Find more scores and recordings at www.danieljmcintoshcomposer.com 

Please notify the composer of performances at: danieljmcintoshcomposer@gmail.com 
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Traditional English Carol Text

Melody by Loreena McKennitt

Arranged by Daniel J. McIntosh

The Holly & the Ivy
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